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         Director’s Corner 

Commitment, an oft used but little understood word. 

Have you ever seen the movie, The Princess Bride?  One of 

the characters Vizzini, the clever Sicilian, uses the word 

inconceivable several times when confounded by a turn of 

events that he did not expect or understand.  He has two 

companions whom he sees as idiots. Fezzik (Andre’ the Giant) 

is a huge but affable brute and Inigo Montoya (Mandy 

Patinkin) is a highly skilled swordsman.  Finally, after several 

exclamations from Vizzini of the word “inconceivable” when 

something goes wrong again Fezzik and Inigo look at each 

other and beg the question from The Sicilian, “You use this 

word many times.  I do not think you understand the meaning 

of that word?”   It is one of my all-time favorite scenes from a 

movie.  I have come to feel much the same as did Fezzik and 

Inigo when I hear the word commitment. 

Webster defines the word commitment as: 

a :  an agreement or pledge to do something in the future;  

b :  something pledged  

c :  the state or an instance of being obligated or emotionally impelled 

<a commitment to a cause>  

 

Perhaps I missed something somewhere.  My parents and 

extended family taught me that committing to something 

meant you do it till it is done; do it no matter how you feel 

and you do it regardless of whatever else is going on. 

Goodness knows you do not ever make an excuse or quit.  

Now when I say taught I do not mean lectured.  My dad who 

had MUCH to say to me regarding his opinion of my choices 

never once talked to me about what commitment meant.  

Neither did my mom.  They just modeled it.  Neither of them 

ever quit anything they started including their marriage of 53 

years.   

  

I see far too many young people who “commit” to something right 

up until it conflicts with something else they want to do or when it 

gets hard.  Then they excuse themselves and in essence quit.  

Somewhere along the line our society decided that one can have 

their cake and eat it too.  Apparently it became very important to 

shield children from the emotional distress of having to make 

choices and make it ok to stop when it got hard or hurt. There seems 

to be no shame in just walking away from a commitment.  

Apparently the definition in Webster isn’t the same today as it was 

for those of us born in the 50s. 

 

I guess I am a dinosaur.  I actually believe young people can handle a 

commitment till it’s done if that is what we, the adults model and 

expect.  I have seen hundreds of students and athletes over the last 

four decades put their mind and body to a commitment and achieve 

even when they had no business doing so.  They just stuck with it 

and worked their hinny off.  They gave up things in order to achieve. 

Achieving comes at a price and sometimes a very steep price.  At the 

end of the day I would rather pay that price than break my word or 

quit.  That’s just me though, a crabby dinosaur that believes in the 

strength of my players and the true and deeper meaning regarding 

the act of commitment.  

 

GO LADY REVOLUTION!!!!! 

 

RYSA Player Profile 
 

Jonelle “Joni” Bailey  
 

              
 
We have been fortunate to see many of our Revolution 
players achieve success at the college level.  This section will 
highlight one of those players and their story.  This month’s 
profile will be on Jonelle “Joni” Bailey in her own words. 
 
In the summer of 2015, I started my first season of college soccer 

with the Oxford College of Emory University’s Women’s soccer team, 

The Eagles. All of the soccer players arrived 2 weeks before classes 

started on campus. We arrived on campus August 3
rd

 and August 4
th

 

we left, at the 6 in the morning, for the airport to kickoff preseason 

in Canada. 

Preseason was a week long and majority of the days we had two a 

day practices and every night we had an evening activity. Usually, 

the evening activity was team bonding or going sightseeing around 

Canada, like Canada place and Vancouver and the shopping district 

(the best part). 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/impel
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Coming in to the regular season all of the freshmen were aware that 

last season was successful because they only lost one game in the 

regular season, but when they went to Regionals they were kicked in 

the first round. 

The sophomores made it very clear that we had to make it all the 

way to Regionals to redeem themselves. 

The regular season was almost a blur, I remember that we didn’t 

realize we were undefeated until the soccer head coach, Dave Morris 

and Scott Redding, told us that we made Oxford College history by 

being the first team to be undefeated in the regular season, 15-0, the 

perfect season.   

We got to regionals in New Jersey and it was evident that we had to 

go in with a very serious mentality, because we did not want a 

repeat from last season. We made it all the way to the Finals and we 

played against the defending Regional Finalists Montgomery College 

and it was the most stressful and dramatic game I ever played. Both 

teams remained scoreless through overtime, so we went to 

shootouts. And thankfully, our goalkeeper, Becca Head, made five 

saves and the referee blew the final whistle and we won the 

Regionals!  We all rushed our goalkeepers, Becca Head and Daria 

Zarzeka, and then we rushed the sidelines to hug our parents and cry 

happy tears. 

Next stop was the Nationals in Washington, D.C.. As we got there I 

don’t think anyone on our team would have thought that we would 

have made it all the way to the Nationals or the Nationals 

Championships! The tournament kicked off with a banquet where 

USWNT player, Christie Rampone, gave us a speech and I got a 

picture with her (highlight of my life)! We were ranked in the bottom 

of the bracket, and we all felt a little cheated, because we were the 

only team in the tournament that was undefeated. Regardless of 

that, coach reminded us that the seeding was just another excuse to 

give our all in each game and prove to everyone that we were ready 

to perform. 

With that mindset we made it all the way to the Championships and 

we had to play against the defending champions, Brookdale. There 

was a lot of tension in the locker room, because we made it this far 

in the season, still undefeated and we were not going to settle for #2 

in the nation. The game was evenly matched, both teams had shots 

on goal, but it came down to Brookdale scoring with 10 minutes 

remaining in the second half on a corner kick. It was very sad, but 

our coaches kept reminding us that we had a magnificent season 

with a record of 18-1-1.  

Playing for Oxford was one of the best decisions I have ever made, 
the coaching staff and athletic trainers were parents for me while I 
was away from home and my teammates are now my sisters. This 
soccer program has exposed me to so many different places and 
different places and next year we plan on redeeming ourselves at 
Nationals. 

 
 
 

Players of the Month 
 
A great group of young women have been selected for Player, 
Athlete, Student-Athlete and Community Servant of the 
month! 
 

 
              Adoris Gibbs    Susanna Peppers     Jasmine Mathis 

 
Susanna Peppers  Player of the Month 
Jasmine Mathis  Athlete of the Month  
Adoris Gibbs  Student-Athlete of the Month 
Brennan Young  Community Servant of the Month 
 
These monthly awards are given to players that standout on 
the pitch, in the classroom and in the community.  Coaches 
nominate players at our monthly coaches meeting and then 
the staff chooses the most deserving candidate.                   
This is part of our initiative to highlight those players that 
embody the Revolution Way.   
 
Check out the plaques in the Revolution office with each 
month’s recipient’s name. 
 
The plaques are being sponsored by Beasley Drugs and 
Central Fire Protection.  Please make a point of thanking and 
supporting these fine businesses whenever possible. 
 

Shout outs and a season recap 
 
Congratulations go out to the U15s who finished at the 
top of the table in their group and the 14s who finished 
second in their group.  The 13s made a strong run in the 
second half of their season winning 4 and drawing 1 in 
their final 5 matches.  The 16s also showed a late 
season surge in play.  The 13s, 14s, 15s, and 16s all 
made it to the finals of their respective tournaments.  
Well done to all the players and coaches.  These team 
achievements were accomplished even amidst 
numerous player injuries and other setbacks as the 
season progressed.  It was the tenacious desire of the 
coaches and players that allowed our teams to play 
their best soccer in the second of the schedule.   
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Parent’s Perspective 
 

 
       Paige Farley and her daughter 
       Anna Catherine “AC” Farley 

 
Here is the second contribution to the Revolution Newsletter 
from Paige Farley the editor-in-charge of this segment.    I 
think we will call this one … 
 

Parents, you are what you eat!  

 

QUICK QUESTION:  How does it sit with you when people give 
you unsolicited advice which they do not follow themselves?  
 
I am guessing not too well. And while we may choose not to 

call them out, we roll our eyes and think, “Yeah right – who 

are you to be telling me that?”   

REALITY CHECK: How is it any different with our 
children?  I mean – do we quickly dispense instruction 
to our kiddos which we in no way apply to our own 
lives?   As parents of athletes, we can be super 
interested in how our player is treating her body – what 
she is eating, how she is conditioning,  how much she is 
hydrating,  and so forth.  All the while, we are shoving 
junk into our mouths, not exercising regularly, and 
basically failing to care for ourselves.   We throw out 
clichés like – “you are what you eat” - while never 
looking in the mirror because - let’s face it – we look like 
a Whopper.   
FRIENDLY REMINDER:  Most of what our kids learn is caught 
not taught - so we shouldn’t expect our girls to have habits 
which are drastically different than our own.   A little food for 
thought (pardon the pun)…make a healthy lifestyle a way of 
life for your entire family. Eat at home more.  Make better 
choices when you must eat out.  Exercise together.   Not only 
will you improve your health, you’ll get time with your teen 
who will be off to college before you know it! 

 

The Revolution Way is EPiC 

If we, as an organization, are to move forward there must be 
a clear understanding of what is expected and the way we 
achieve our goals.  The EPiC path is the course I expect all 
players and coaches to follow.   

It denotes the character and actions of the Revolution Way.  
It will take time but I have already seen many players begin to 
embrace being EPiC in how they conduct themselves. I am 
drawing from years of personal experience in education and 
athletics and just as importantly on the success of others such 
as Dean Smith, Red Auerbach, John Wooden, Anson 
Dorrance, Vince Lombardi et al.  At the core of EPiC are the 
qualities of excellence, professionalism, intelligence and 
commitment. I am not trying to create good soccer players.  
The goal is for every young woman that joins the Revolution 
to be an adult capable of taking care of her own business 
whatever that business may be. I will speak a lot more to 
each of the qualities of being an EPiC individual as time 
progresses.  But for now here are the qualities of an EPiC 
player. 

E 
Excellence 
Effective 
Efficient 
P 
Professional 
Performance 
Produce 
I 
Intelligence 
C 
Commitment 
Compete 
Composure 

 

Elite Team Report 
 
Training has started and I am pleased to say the young 
women are responding to the highly competitive 
environment.  Each competitive activity is graded and the 
results are “published” after every session.  The girls are 
learning the meaning of “the data don’t lie.”  I am really 
pleased to note each of the ladies are taking note and 
responding to what their scores are showing them about 
their effectiveness.   
 

College Round Table Seminar  
 

 
Harry  Layne Jackson  Mady Carter  Nats Brown  Ray Brown  Syd Sheppard 
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I was thrilled to have 5 of “my girls” back to participate in a 
college player round robin for elite team players and parents.   
Each of the ladies recounted her story as a college student-  
athlete.  The girls related the virtues and pitfalls of trying to 
get an education while playing a sport in college.  One thing 
they all had in common was a love of the game. If you strive 
to play at the highest level you MUST love the game or you 
will never put yourself through the physical, emotional and 
mental demands that can sap the life out of most human 
beings.  The girls agreed they were required to face many 
challenges on their own which had helped them grow and 
become more confident in themselves.  There was 
unanimous agreement preseason was the worst experience 
ever!  Getting though your first college preseason is a very 
exclusive club only those who are members can understand! 
 
Quote of the Month 
 
The quote of the month comes courtesy of Macie “Little 
Country” Clanton.  For some time I had to wrap Macie’s ankle 
before training.  This would not seem to be a complicated 
task as most people only have 2 ankles to choose from if they 
asked for one to be wrapped.  
 
Editor’s Note: Whenever you listen to Macie you hear a 
beautiful Savannah southern drawl.  (Think of a 15 year old 
Scarlett O’Hara) so you have to imagine that as you read 
along… some words are purposefully misspelled to reflect 
that drawl. 
 
Macie “Hay Hairry!  Can you wrap my ankal?” 
Harry “Sure Little Country, which one? 

 

Now on the surface this would appear to be a simple straight 
forward question. 
 
Macie “This won.  It’s pretty soar.” 
Harry “OK.  Hop up (on the back of my truck) and let me see.” 
Harry “How does it feel.” 
Macie “Whale, it’s soar.” 
Harry “Will you be able to train.” 
Macie “ Shure I cain.” 
 

So I wrap the ankle and sent Little Country on her way with 
her expertly wrapped ankle.  Five minutes later after training 
has begun I look up and see Champ Young escorting Macie 
over to me. 
 
Harry “Hey Champ, what’s up?” 
Champ “Macie got confused.” 
Harry “Excuse me.” 
Champ “You wrapped the wrong ankle.” 
Harry “Say again.” 
Champ “She asked you to wrap the wrong ankle.” 
Harry “You’re serious?” 
Champ “You think I could make this stuff up!” 
Harry “You have a point.” 
 

 
 
As this conversation is transpiring Macie is displaying her best 
wide eyed facial expression. 
 
Harry “Macie, is Champ right?  You had me wrap the      

wrong ankle?” 
Macie “Whale, I got khanfused.” 
Harry “It took you 5 minutes into training to realize this?” 
Macie “The won you rapted felt soo good I fawgot about 

my uther won.” 
 
I figured she had a point, wrapped the other ankle and  
moved on! 
 
Special Thanks To: 
 
Paige Farley and Jonelle Bailey for contributing to this newsletter  
 
Ellen Johnson for being wonderfully pleasant and helpful 
 
Kimberly Contreras (see above from Ellen) 
 
Lisa Fouser who apprises me of the facts whatever they may be 
 
Michelle Carter who keeps me on the path 
 
Layne Jackson, Ray Brown, Natalie Brown, Sydney Sheppard and 
Mady Carter for coming and speaking to the girls and parents. 
 
Beasley Drugs and Central Fire Protection for sponsoring the plaques 
recognizing our outstanding athletes, students and community  
members 
 

I want to wish each and every member of the  
Revolution Family a blessed and warm Holiday Season. 
Have a Merry Merry and Happy Happy!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
 

             
   

Cheers   

                   
               Harry 


